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THE Author hopes his Situation will lead an Excuſe for 
the following Errors of the Preſs, and ſome others of leſs 


Importance. | 
Page Line | 
3, 6, for theron, read thereon 
13, 2, for confiderations, read confideration 
14, 3, after determined, add on 


— 1b, for oppoſe, read opp. ofed 
15, B, for of preſſive, read oppreſſed 


32, 19, for condemn, read contemn 
41, 1s, for de, read 'be | 
— 10, for Apsfiles, read A volles 
47. 7, for corruption, — ans. pas 
— 22, for ages, read a 
£3, „ Aboftles, _—_ Apoſtle 
53, 13, for wantoneſs, read wantonneſs 
— 224, for m:nds, read mind 
| 22 5, after unto, add you 
. 5, after light, add and | 
8 The Advertiſement of the Addreſs, for this day is pub- 
liſhed, read in the Prefs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 


PRE FACE. 
N laying the following diſcourſes before 


kin popularity nor credit; on the contrary 
eis inclined to believe that he ſhall incur 
nuch odium and cenſure, and perhaps a 
rreat ſhare of the latter from men whoſe 
peyote virtues he admires, and whoſe religi- 
ſentiments in the general he approves. . 
ie Author is aware that the ſubjects of theſe 
Sermons, particularly of the firſt, are gradu - 
y growing unpopular in this country; and 
the ſtile in which they are written and the 
unner in which they are treated, he is fully 
perſuaded will-lay him open to a Critic's 
itack—This however gives him but little 
concern, the popularity or unpopularity of 
t ſubje& has never influenced his mind in 
the purſuit after Truth, and he truſts never 


vil.—In his purſuits in life he hopes the 
lane lentiment will be reduced to r 
A 


the Public, the Author neither expects to Y 


11 PRETAcc g. 
and ever influence his conduct. The queſ. 
tion he would always wiſh to aſk himſelf is, 
WHAT 15 HIS DUTY? and not, what may be 
for his intereſt? (if it is poſſible to put a 
man's duty and his real intereſt at variance) 
on this great principle he has acted in the 
_ preſent inſtance, and conſcious of having 
done what was his duty as a man and a 
Briton, the difficulties and trials of his pre- 
ſent unmeritted ſituation afford him more 
pleaſure than pain, and of conſequence leave 
him nothing to regret on account of having 
embraced a cauſe which corruption, bigot: 
try, and fear, have rendered unpopu- 
lar.— As an excuſe for the ſtile in which 
theſe diſcourſes are written, the Author 
Wiſhes the reader to conſider that they ne- 
ver were intended for public inſpec- 
tion; that they were haſty compoſitions, 
wherein a connection of ideas was more 
attended to than the mode of expreſſion; 
that an obligation to print the very expreſſi- 
ons uſed in the delivery prevents any cor- 
rection, and that choice has not led him in 
this inſtance to commence Author: this be- 
ing the caſe he feels a perſuaſion that wher- 
ever ability and liberality are united he 


PREFACE, | - uh 
ſhall meet with the utmoſt indulgence, and 


lance, to bring the whole of a Caſe before 
the Public, which has been mduſtriouſly 


jury, ignorance, and prejudice; have 

"WH bined to hurl deſtruction on an individual 
A caſe in which tho' an individual is ap- 
parently the principal ſufferer, the whole 
community is intereſted, = 


Another obje& was the gratification * * 
numerous circle of friends, to whoſe libera- 


lity the Author is indebted for every tem- 
poral enjoyment he experiences in his pre- 
ſent ſituation, and to whole earneſt folicita+ 
tion he felt himſelf bound to accede. 


On the Sermons themſelves he has but 
{ew obſervations to make, ſome however are 


neceſſary. * The firſt, and that the moſt ma- 


terial, is the authenticity of them—he has 
no doubt but his enemies will do by them 


as they have done by the report of the Tri- 

als, attempt to impeach their veracity they 

will aſſert that they are mutilated; and where 
6 | 


where theſe are wanting, pravſe or cenſure 
vill produce neither pleaſure nor pain—the 
object of publiſhing them, was, in the firſt in- 


miſrepreſented—A caſe where malice, per- 
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8 PREFACE, 


barefaced aſſertion will not do, inſinuation 
will be tried—it will be ſaid the Sermons 
were delivered extempore and that it was 
impoſſible to give literal and correct copies 
of them—both theſe methods have been re. 
ſorted to;from the moment the intention of 
publiſhing them was announced—it is in- 
deed the only method which can be pur- 


g ſued by thoſe concerned in the proſecu - 


tion to avoid the indignation of every 
Honeſt member of ſociety the dupes of 


* this conduct will however be few, ex. 


cept amongſt thoſe whoſe bigotry and igno- 

rance would lead them to purſue the ſame 
_ meaſures, againſt any other individual, in 
like circumſtances. The firſt Sermon was 

written at length prior to its delivery, and 
that part of the ſecond which has any re- 
ſpect to magiſtracy was not only written, but 
read from the pulpits But if theſe precau · 
tions are not deemed ſufficient-to remove all 

| doubts on the ſu bject, the numbers, reſpe&- 
ability, and abilities of the evidences addu · 
ced on his part on the trial, is a ſufficient 
ſhield to the Author from theſe accuſations 
and inſinuations, and it is this conſideration 
- - which has induced him to decline the offer 


- 


— 1 
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of athens to atteſt the Sermons on | curd 
therefore contents himſelf in declaring that 


he has been ſcrupuloufly exact in laying - 


them before the public as they were deli- 


rered, and he feels no difficulty in .appeals 
ing to every individual who heard them 

che witneſſes for the crown excepted) for 
truth of this aſſertion.—He has neither 


tened nor mutilated any ſentence or ex- 


preſſion in them—On the contrary he has 
in many inſtances ſacrificed propriety of 


expreſſian to a reſolution olten avowed to 
bis friends, to preſent them literally to the 
public.—It therefore now only remains for 
tim to anſwer a queſtion: that the Author 
ad his friends have frequently had put to 
them—Why introduce politics into the pul- 
pit?—In his notes o trial he has en- 


deavoured to vindicate this conduct, and to 


that vindication he adds his ſincere wiſhes 
that the pulpit may never. be proſtituted to 


worſe purpoſes than the inculcation of prin- 


cples of civil and religious liberty. But 
hoſe who have put this queſtion may think 


liemſelves entitled to a more explicit an- 


Iver ; to theſe the Author replies, that it 
bs ever been his conſtant aim ro | ADAPT 
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vi | | PREFACE, | 
HIS DISCOURSES TO THE OCCASION OF THEIR 
DELIVERY, if therefore he erred in introdu- f 
cing politics into the pulpit, or if it was a 
crime for which he 1s juſtly puniſhed, then 
he has to complain of the Legiſlature of the 
country which enjained the commemorati- 
on of thoſe events which render the intro. 
duction of politics neceſſary.— But it has 
been aſked, why do it at a time when the ap- 
pearance of diſcontent in the country was ſg 
manifeſt as to call forth a royal proclamation 
&c.?—Tothis the Author replies, that if that 
proclamation had any meaning, it was cer- 
tainly levelled at a work intended to diſplay 
the ſuperiority of a republican form of go- 
vernment over every other, —That: the au- 
thor's arguments had made a deep impreflion 
on the public mind needs no other proof 
than the proclamation itſelf—the govern- 
ment evidently felt that the affections of the 
country were alienated in a great degree, 
and in order to ſtop the further progreſs of 
diſaffection it thought it neceſſary to pre- 
vent as far as poſſible the future ſale of a 
work conceived to be pregnant with miſ- 
chief.—If theſe were the views of the go- 
_ vernment, and. all their tranſactions ſinco 


PREFACE, vit 
proves that they were, the author would aſk 
what ſtep, in the narrow ſphere in which he 
ited, could he have taken more decidedly 
v ſecond their efforts than by attempting to 
convince thoſe who were diſſatis fied, if ſuch 
here were, that our own government as by 
Wn cſtabliſhed, was founded on the very 
tinciples of freedom which the friends of 
W rcpublican government contended for. 

In adopting this line of conduct the Aus 
hor confeſſes he rather expected the appro. 
htion than the vengeance of thoſe who 
ide the helm of affairs in this country 
—attached to the names of Prrr and Rich- 
lo D, from whom he received his political 
reed, and by whom he was firſt led to con- 
emplate the WRETCHED STATE of our re- 
reſentation, he little thought that while they 
ccupied their preſent exalted ſtations he 
tould have been involved ina legal conteſt, 
be attendant expences of which have been 
IREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY SEVEN 
uv ps and upwards, and the eventful iſſue 
ur years impriſonment, TWO HUNDRED 
NDS FINE, and nine hundred pounds ſe- 
ny for five years, for aſſerting in more 
mperate language than themſelyes the abſo- 


* 


CI 
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lute neceſſity of a Parliamentary reform, ot 
rather for contending for what they had 
convinced him, and every man poſſeſſed of 
common ſenſe, was neceſſary for the preſerv 
ation of our individual and national proſperi 
ty—ſuch however is the caſe and ſuch the 
author's ſituation, in the midſt of which he 
enjoys the pleaſing reflection of having attec 
agreeable to the dictates of his conſcience 
and conſiſtent with his character as a mi 
niſter of the Goſpel of Jeſus. 


State Side of Newgete, June 28, 1794. 
being the 1ſt. year of Impriſonment, |; 
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Exopvs, 13, 8. 1 
"7 10 ſhalt ſhew thy Son in that day, ſaying 
this is done becauſe of that 9 the Lora 
did unto me.” | 6 


Tos. who are 3 with the 
hiſtorical part of the oLD TESTAMENT, 
will not need 1 vi from me reſpect- 
ing the circumſtances to which theſe words 
refer: ſuch will remember they are con- 
nected with the narrative of a particular 
deliverance, which Gop wrought out for his 
ancient people the Jews:—A. deliverance, 
which reſcued them from Civil and Ec- 
CLESIASTICAL OPPRESSION;,, bringing them 
orth from the hands of him who held their 
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perſons i in bondage, and refuſed them the li. 
be rty of going into the wilderneſs, to wor. o 
ſhip God, agreeable with his injunctions, and WI "4 
the dictates of their own conſciences WW! 
Before the final accompliſhment of this 
deliverance, the Log, by the lips of his ſer. Ml thc 
vant Moſes, enjoined two duties on this peo- Wl *"* 
ple, to be attended to during the continu- Wl 
ance of that dif} penſation on which they were 
about to enter: viz. 1. To commemorate WM «l 
annually their deliverance, by the celebrati- 
on of a religious F eſtival, the particulars of lea 
which he inſtructed them in: “ 2. At this 
- Feſtival, to impreſs on the minds of the riſ- 
ing generation, the great ends and purpoſes ¶ ind 
of its inſtitution : as expreſſed in the words the) 
of our text: Thou ſhalt ſhew wy ſon in | 
that day, &c.” pre! 
An example, thus ſet at the expreſs com- 
mand of Gov himſelf, of commetnorating 
national deliverances and bleſſings, has, in a 


= greater or leſſer degree, been followed by pi 


every nation of whom we have any know-ff live 
ledge, particularly by thofe who e I; 
chriſtianity :- and among the latter by ne 
more than our own country, which has got 


' _#* ExoDusg, Chap, xII. tec. 
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„been ſparing i in ſetting apart days for the 
commemoration of Events, wH1CH A WISE 
yan WOULD HESITATE. TO, PRONOUNCE 
LESSINGS,—The ſeparation of this day, and 
the Events we are called to commemorate 
theron, are however honourable exceptions; 
and are at once monuments of Narional. 
LisER Tv, and LEGISLATIVE WISDOM... 

But the GREAT £NDs propoſed by our ans 
ceſtors in this annual commemoration mult. 
be fruſtrated, and ourſel ves injured. in the 
lead of being benefited thereby, if we are 
not properly inſtructed into the vat URE and : 
kzINCIPLES of the events we commemorate; 
and the diſpaſitign, and motives with which 
they ought to be commemorated. That 
this may not be the caſe, I will attempt to 
preſerve the intention of the legiſlature, and 
the ſpirit of my text, by offering a few re- 
marks on 

The diſpoſition and motives eſſential to. 
a proper commemoration. of national de- 0 
liyerances and bleſſings. 

The Events deſigned to be commemo- 
ted on this day. 

The preſent appear al affairs in our 
own and neighboring nations, with refer- 

— | 


4 THE. COMMEMORATION r 
ence to thoſe events. A. | 

And on what ought to be our duty as Bx 
Tons and Cuxisriaxs under Qele Circum- 
A 

On the firſt of theſe we c that as 
Gon i is the author, appointer, and over - ruler 
of all Events, a primary motive ought to be 
the acknowledgement of his ſovereignty:— 
In the preſent inſtance this ought particular- 
Iy to be the caſe, as the Events we comme - 
morate carry with them a viſible diſplay of 

the interpoſition of Divine Providence on 
our behalf. 
Ac Alx As Gov is the grand Author of 
every bleſſing, a farther Motive ſhould be 
the rendering to him that tribute of Praiſe 
which is his juſt due: hence we ſhould en- 
deavour to attain to a proper knowledge, and 
a due ſenſe of the importance of the events 
ve commemorate, that we may not be ſtran- 
gers to that gratitude of heart which i 1s eſſen· 
tial to true praiſe. 

Bor- As in general national Deliverances 
are accompliſhed, and national bleſſings ſe- 
cured thro' the medium of ſecond cauſes and 
inſtruments ;—in the commemoration of 
them a degree of veneration is due to thoſe 


/ 
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aſtruments, — THEIR VIx run, Coux AE, 
and PATRIOTISM, ought to be kept in view 
s EXAMPLES, which under like circumſtan- 
tes ought to be imitated :* for in vain do we 


commemorate national deliverances and 


privileges while we remain deſtitute of thoſe 

qualifications by which our anceſtors ſecur- 

ed thoſe bleſſings for us. 
Acain—la the commemoration of nati- 


In the crols examination of one ie of my witneſſes 
Mr. Sergeant Rocke, who has ſince been exalted to the 
Bench, ſeemed quite ſhocked at this very ſeditious expreſ. 


fon, and apparently under the influence of horror and 


mazement that a character could be found capable of ut- 
ring it, exclaimed, WHAT! DID HE SAY WE OUGHT 


10 IMITATE THEIR CONDUCT? The anſwer was 


repeated—YES IN LIKE CIRCUMSTANCES.—TFhuis doc. 
vine 1 ſtill maintain, and amidſt the gloom of a dungeon 
vill aſſert, thatthe moment a Monarch of this realm dares 


o imitate the condutt of James, and attempt the ſubver- 


ion of the Conſtitution of this Country, by violating its 
fundamental laws,“ that under ſuch circumſtances the peo - 
lle have a right to follow the example of their forefathers 
ad hurl the deſpat from the throne ; and I moſt ſincerely 
bope they will poſſeſs ſufficient Virtue to accompliſh it. 


At the ſame time I as ſincerely pray, that a virtuous 


noderation in the Governors and Governed may prevent 
i firuggle from taking place, which if viewed in the moſt 
wourable light, muſt be attended with nn of the 


neſt awful kind to both parties, 


6 THE COMMEMORATION OF 
_ - onal deli verances and bleſſings all PARTY 

 8PIRIT ought to be aboliſhed, for to cele- 
brate theſe with the narrow ſpirit of a Sec. 
tary is deſpicable in the extreme; it ſtains 

the national character of a noble and free 
people, and engenders ſtrife and miſery in- 
ſtead of happineſs—Of this the commemo. 
ration of the 3cth of January is a ſufficient 
proof; the only benefit accruing from which, 
is one part of the nation railing at and abu- 
ſing the other, whereby party animoſity is 
increaſed and cheriſhed, the effects of which 
we have ſeen in the late awful riots at Bir- 
mingham, where a few FRIENDS or FREE- 
DoM, whom poſterity will enrol with 
Saviours of their Country, feeling thei 
hearts expand at the tidings which had 
reached their ears, and deſirous of celebra- 
ting the dawn of Liberty amongſt twenty 
five millions of their fellow men; were ſet 
upon by a Banditti, artfully wrought up tc 
enthuſiaſm by the cry of Church and 
King ; THEIR LIVES ENDANGERED, THEI! 
PROPERTY PLUNDERED, AND THEIR HABI 
' TATIONS DESTROYED—* Oh my ſoul come 
not thou into their ſecret, nor mine hono 
be not thou allied with them; _—_— XK 
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their anger ſor it was fierce and their wrath 
for it was cruel.” The events we this day 
commemorate need none of this aſſiſtance, 
they are not the &r:umphs of a party but of 
a nation in which every individual, whether | 
churchman or diſſenter, ought to take his 
mare and no diſtinguiſhing names be known 

but thoſe of a Briton and a Chriſtian — ſtand- 
ng I traſt i in each of theſe characters, I will | 
attempt 

Secondly—To point out what thoſe e- 
rents are which we are this day called to 
8 commemorate. 
I The firſt is our deliverance from the yoke 


W 


— 
* 


"= 


in every view hateful, but made more par- 
ticularly ſo, by the means uſed, again to ſub- 
jugate us to it, after our deliverance from 
were 1 to acne to ſet before you the 
nature of this yoke, or to portray the perſe- 
cuting ſpirit of the Church of Rome in its 
proper colours, I muſt point you to its 
bloody tranſaftions in Italy, Germany, Spain, 
France, Ireland and Britain, in doing which 
| hould call upon you to contemplate the 
lertile Vallies of Piedmont ; Vallies fertilized 


of Papal Tyranny and oppreſſion ; a yoke 


8 rut COMMEMORATION Of 
with the blood of the lowly followers of 


37 Jeſus Chriſ. From thence I ſhould lead you 
to trace the monuments of bigotry and ſu- 


perſlition, as well as thoſe Of perſecution, Mb tc 
_ thro' the various parts of the Gertnan Em. I 
ire; monuments of eternal diſgrace to HA t 
Church; profeſling itſelf to be the Church of de 
the meek and lowly jeſus From Germany, Wi R 
I ſhould guide your reflections to thoſe hor- Ny e 
rid ſcenes exhibited in Spain, fruits of the Wi ook 
Inquiſition, an inſtitution revived with all its ¶ ther 
 helliſh powers no farther back than 1776. IM be 
ſhould lead you to Paris, and bid you reflect ¶ tan 
on the many thouſands there maſſacred in ¶ ode: 
cold blood, and then bid you aſk, what were ¶ ud 
the crimes of which they were guilty, or for i be 
which they were ſo inhumanly butchered; If 
had they diſturbed the peace of their coun- , 
try? were they the enemies of mankind ? TY 
Alas! noſuch accuſations could be brought WM th 


againſt them; nothing of this kind can be 
charged to their account, to palliate the 
cruelties of their Perſecutors—No; they 
were perſons whoſe obedience was ſecured 
by the ſtrongeſt of ties, the binding force of 
_ conſcience; but who, while they bowed to 
civil jariſdiction, dared with reſpect to the 


NATION AL DELIVERANCES 9 


kvation of their fouls, and- their ſpiritual | 
concerns, to call no man maſter on Earth, 
tecauſe God had en forbidden them 
þ to do, | 

The niere of nearly thirty thouſand 
of theſe perſons awakened no remorſe in 


de breaſts of the holy Pontiff or Conclave - 
„Rome, but on the contrary the moſt live- 
- Wy emanations of joy—A ſolemn proceſſion 
i WY took place on the occaſion— The holy Fa- 
ts MW ther returned public and ſolemn thanks to 
be merciful redeemer for the bloody tranſ- 
A tanſaction, while others celebrated it in 


odes, publiſhed ro the world apologies for it, 
ud finally repreſented it as the triumph of 
be church? 


"this far from heightened deſcription of one among ma- 
ay of the recorded bleſſings of the old French ronarchigel 
prernment, it would certainly have a teadency to ſhurten 
be days of their mourning on its account. 1 would wiſh 
the friends of that deparied ſyſtem of deſpotiſm, to com- 
kre the moſt awful ſcenes of the revolution with that we 
hre now noticed, which is far from a ſoiitary inſtance of 
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If from this ſcene I engage you to turn 


* If thoſe e whoſe tender minds are harraſſed : 
vith ideas of republican ferocity were to meditate a little 


Teelty i in the hiſtory of the French Monarchy ; and I | 
would aſk them even with the hiſtory of the zoth*of Au- 
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your attention to our own realms, the ſame 
awful pifure preſents itſelf to our view, 
Ireland has witneſſed the deſtruQion of one 
hundred and fifty thouſand of her proteſtant 
children, in the ſpace of two months under 
the government of a king, whom: a papiſti 
cal court afterwards canonized as a Saint 
and martyr, and inſtituted an annual humi- 
liation for his death, which to the indelible 
difgrace of the nation is ſtill attended to.— 
Scoflarid has alfo felt the i iron hand of Papal 
ne and 5 ad of 3 8 their eyes, if they 
can ſeriouſly lament the deſtruction of a government which 
ſanctioned the perpetration of Tuch barbarity ; or the 
downfal of that religion whoſe miniſters were capable of 
returning God thanks for it. For my own part, while I 
lament the ſcenes which I conceive have tafniſhed the 
French Revolution—while I will not yield in ſympathy 
and regret for the unfortanate victims that have fallen in 
the conteſt, to any individual whoever he may be; — Vet 
I cannot brig myſelf to be the enemy of what 1 conſider 
as the praiſe worthy attempt of a. great nation, to recover 
that Liberty which is their inherent right, and which deſ- 
; potiſm had deprived them of—and truly ſorry indeed ſhall 
I be if any enemies, from within or without, ſhould ever 
ſucceed in again bringing under the ſhackles of deſpotiſm, 
whatever name or form it may aſſume, a people who 
whatever may have been the crimes of a few individuals, 
have proved themſelves worthy . al the moſt n R 


dont. 


* 
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power, and England has ſeverely. lmnarted 
beneath the. yoke—Oh, could. Smithfield, 
Oxford, and Glou ceſter, with. the various 
towns and cites, in this kingdom, ſpeak of 
the horrid ſpectacles exhibited in them 
while ſubjected to the Papal See; what aw- 
ful ſcenes would they diſcloſe let us call 
b our recollectioa the events of that ſhort 
period from 1 553 to 1358 Friends of Li- 
nsr and RELIGHON, view the venerable 
Prelate, faſtened to. the ſtake, yielding up 
his ſpirit midſt deyouring flames ou that 
ſeel or ſuſtain the tender ties of nature, con- 
template the Huſhand torn from the arms of 
beloved Partner and tender offspring, drag - 
xd to the dreary dungeon, racked with ex- 
cruciating torments, and conſigned to death 
-The tender MoTuasR, ſtripped of Hus. 
AND and Cuil p, without an earthly com- 
brter, left alone to bewail her widowed 
late, while the Brother and FaIEZNn, ſtrip. 
jd of all their carthly jays, mingle: groans. 
th groans ;—refle& on theſe ſcenes, and 
while reflecting, may you feel gratitude tak= 
ng poſſeſſion of your hearts for deliverance 


rom them, 


ATR, a. 68 ¶ᷣ = A. ig © OM 
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We might purſue the horrid track of Pos 
piſh bigotry, cruelty and ſuperſtition, thro' 
every country in Europe; we might follow 

| 4ts bloody footſteps into America, and every 
| Other part of the world where it has reared 
- its helliſh banner, and portray ſcenes, at the 
bare recital af which, human nature muſt 
ſhudder ;- but methinks you fay drop the 
curtain, hide the bloody ſyſtem from our 
view—l obey—only further noticing an at- 
tempt or two which have been made to ſub- 
ject us again to the yoke. 

The firſt of theſe was the attempt of Spain 
with what was termed the invincible Arma- 
da, in 1588. 

The ſecond that which we more particu- 
larly commemorate on this day, when the 
attempt was made to deprive us of a govern- 
ment at a blow, by conſigning KING, Lops 
AND Commons into one general abyſs of 
ruin. 
The means taken to effect this horrid de- 
ſign you know, and the manner in which 
God appeared, brought their counſel to 
nought, and made their devices of no eſfect. 
Oh ! let me impreſs on your minds the im- 
* thought, that a life of 3 75 
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doo little for a deliverance ſo great. 


We now paſs to the conſiderations of ano- 
ther event which we are this day called to 
commemorate. This is che glorious Rx vO- 
LUTION, of 1688 -o not ſtartle at the word, 
for it was known in England long before 
France had the leaſt conception of or ac- 
quaintance with the bleſſings couch'd under 
t. That we may have _ Laer of this 
event we will, 

1. Enter intoa brief Narrative of the facts; | 
2. Deduce from thoſe facts the princi- 
ples contain d in, and eftabliſhed by them. 

The facts are plain, Charles the II. and 


+ What I have ſaid in the preceding pages reſpecting 
popery, or what is termed the Roman Catholic Perſuaſi- 
on, will not, I hope, be attributed to perſonality or a 
ſectarian ſpirit; far be it from me to heighten the animo. 
ſties between the Catholic and Proteſtant—determined to 
enjoy liberty of conſcience myſelf, I ſhall ever be the ad- 
ocate for extending it to others—wiſhing ts be found in 
the exerciſe of every Chriſtian Virtue—my affeRion 1s. 


duct, and not the Creed, will to me ever be the criterion 
of Chriſtianity—as a diſſenter ſuffering under, but ſtrug- 
ling for, the abolition of the remains ol feudal Oppreſſion, 
lam tree to ſay, I ſhall ever deem that Government ty 
rannic that does not afford equal advantages to the Catho- 
lic and Proteſtant the Churchman and Diſſenter, the 
Profeſſor of Judaiſm and the follower of Mahomet. 


extended to every one found with a like deſire. The con- 
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the Daerr who lucceeded him, had both 

profeſſed themſelves Papiſts.—The former 
however had never a convement opportuni- 
ty publicly to avow it, tho' he reckoned his 
final happineſs to depend upon it.* 

His Succeſſor, however, not quite ſo de- 
| licate, was no ſooner ſeated on the throne 
than he determined the extirpation of the 
FEW SPARKS Or LIBERTY, which for want of 
power his licentious brother had left, and 
reſolved, at all events, to exerciſe abſolute 
authority over church and ſtate. 

In theſe circumſtances, ſeven venerable 
Biſhops ſtepped forward in behalf of injured 
freedom, and not only renionſtrated with, 


but boldly oppoſe the KAVESTE TYRANT; 


In order to pave the way for his own open proſeſt- 
on, and the re · eſlabliſhment of the Romiſh religion in his 
dominion, Charles, in 1669, eutered into a ſecret trea- 
ty vith the Court of France; the principal articles of 
which were the extirpation of the Dutch, ar at leaſt the 
the total annikilition of their government—and the aſliſt- 
ance of Fratice againſt his own ſubjetts, if any of them 
ſhould be found to oppoſe his pious wiſhes : the whole of 
this infamous treaty may be found in a Work, entitled 4 


Secret Hiſtory of the Court and Reign of Charles the II. 


a work worthy of the attention of evetyman. v who wiſhes 
for Information on the cauſes which led to the revolution, 


of which we are treating. 
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br which they were committed cloſe Pri ſon · 
ers to the Tower.“ Torn from their fa - 
nilies, and paſtoral functions, the nation, at 
eaſt the Proteſtant part of it, manifeſted its 
concern by ſighs and groans, while the ge- 
us of popery reared its ghaſtly head and 
pinn'd a ſmile: But here the Lord appear- 
d again in behalf of this oppreſſive land, 

ud inſpired William to avenge ae 

wrongs. 


The Trumpets ſound the Cannons roar, 
The Hero gains the happy Shore. 


Hailed as Britannia's ſaviour, - hike ſons 
locked to his ſtandard while the-HAUGHTY 
IYRANT TO ESCAPE.. HIS FATHER'S FATE, 
ith a guilty. conſcience, fled from the 
Wountry he had attempted to enſlave. | 
Thus circumſtanced, the voice of the na- 
un, thro! its repreſentatives, declared the 


In the delivery of this Sermon, after the ward. cir. 
unſtances, the following ſentence was introduced what, 
aight juſtly be ſtiled a miracle, the like having never be- 
ne or ſince appeared in this country,” ſeven. venerable 
llkops, &c. In order to avoid a long parentheſis, of lit- 
& conſequence, I removed the ſentence ſrom its connec- | 
*y but faithfulneſs to the promiſe, made my friends, 
« would neither mitigate, abridge, nor ſoften any exõ _ 
Mon which I delivered from the Faint. obliges me 
"place it before the reader. 
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throne vacant, whilſt the voice of gratitude 
_ thro the ſame medium called the mom 
William to the glorious ſeat.?“ 

Having thus briefly ſtated to you the 
outlines of the event, I proceed tothe deduc- 
tion of thoſe principles which theſe. facts 
contain; theſe are as follows. 

Firſt, All government * with the 
people. 

Secondly, The people have a 1 is 
caſhier their governors for miſconduR. | 

Thirdly, The people have a right to 
change the form of their government if they 
think it proper ſo to do. 

Let us briefly examine each of theſe by 
the events we have ſtated. That we may do 
this aright, it may be neceſſary to define the 
ſenſe in which the term yEoerLe is uſed— 
which is not to expreſs a faction or a party, 


but the whole or at leaſt | and of the 
nation. | 


„Since the preaching of this Sermon, I have been 
lead to examine the various ſentiments and ideas held 
forth therein—the hiſtory of the revolution and its conſe” 
quences have been more fully inveſtigated by me, the re- 
ſult of which, on my own mind, has been what I think it 
will be on the mind of every candid enquirer.—ibe cha- 


rafter and conduct of W _ appear in a far _— favoute 
able light, 


__ F4t10n4t .DeLiverances M==; 
With this explanation, we ſay, all governs . 
nent originates with the people—You will 
member we are not now to ſupport this 
md the other principles laid down, by ab- 
trated reaſoning on the nature of ſociety, 
ind other ſubjects, which have been; and 
may be brought forward in their defence 
we are only to ſhew them, to be the principles 
contained in and eftabliſhed that R vol u- 
nox which is the bafis of the Bairisn Gos- 
VERNMENT,— —The poſition we are now treat- / 
ing of was clearly manifeſted in the eyents 
we have been conſidering The people, 
thro' their repreſ entatives, declared the throne 
racant, choſe William for. their King, and 
HXED- THE TERMS ON") WHICH THEY TEN. 
DERED. HIM. THE. cRown—for. the liberties 
then ſecured were not requeſted. as favors, 
but demanded as of right—And afterwards 
ſecured by an act of 3 called on 
that account the Bill of Rights; . which after 
enumerating various privileges, thus con- 
cludes: . All, and ſingular, the Ricurs and 
& LIBEKTIES, claimed and aſſerted, are the 
* true, ancient, and indubitable rights of the 
people of this kingdom And on the act 
of USE t being 8 11 privileges, 
D 


* 
— 
— 7 


| "Crown limitted and guarded by law; and 


i 
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with others then brought forward, were de 
clared to be the birth-right of the people of 
England. If, therefore, any deny the poſi 
tion, I would aſk, on what foundation did 
William III. aſcend the throne? Or, by wh 
right do the Houſe of Brunſwick enjoy it? 
We are not at the cloſe of the eighteenth 

century, to be told that the right of conqueſt 
gave a title, to one or the other. William 
indeed landed a ſmall army in Britain, but 
not to ſeize the Crown, for this he diſclain- 
ed, but to defend the proteſtant intereſt; for 
- which the nation freely beſtowed on him 
what they had a RIGur To DISPOSE of; a 


we all know that this led to the ſettlement 
of the Houſe of Brunſwick, not by conqueſt, 
but by the choice of the people thro their 
repreſentatives. | 
Nor will any Jure Divino right anſwer 
he purpoſe of the opponents of this ſyſtem, 
the age of ſuperſtition, in this reſpect, like 
the age of Chivalry being paſſed—the revo- 
lution of 1688, gave it in England its deadly 
blow by the reſolution of the repreſents 
tives of the nation, © that James had endea- 
a youred to ſubvert the Conſtitution of the 
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kingdom, by breaking the 0z161x8AL con. | 
„Adr between KinG and PzorLE,” in 
conſequence. of which they declared the | 
brone vacant,* 

This declaration, as foon as the governs! 
nent was become effedl ive, was followed by 
i ſtatute, declaring “ all perſons who ſhould - 
ee 1<conciled to, or hold communion with 
de See of Rome, ſhould profeſs the popiſh | 
religion, or marry a papiſt, excluded and 
for ever. incapable. to poſſeſs, inherit or en- 
py the Crown :” And on this baſis the act 
which ſecures the Throne to the Houſe of 
Brunſwick ſtands. —Nay, ſo far is the conſti- _ 
tution of England from acknowledging a 
jure divino right in its Kings, that it bas | 
made it Treaſon to maintain it by writing, 
printing; and to do it by preaching, 
teaching, or unadviſed fpeaking, ſubjects 
the perſon offending to the penalties ot * 
latutes of premunire. TE 

It is therefore evident that the ce of. 
England is ſubject to the limitations of Par. 


' Con's Journal, Feb. 7, 1688. +18 W. & M. f 2, e. 2. 


1 6 Ann, c. 7. — Theſe penalties + are impriſonment, fine, « 
briciture, baviſhinent, K 1 | 
| D 2 
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| liarnent, as the repreſentatives and triftin 
of the nation at large, and therefare muſt 

have originated with the people, in order 
for them to poſſeſs ſuch a controuling pow- 
£r—nor does the crown, being hereditary, 
raiſe any barrier to this poſition, ſeeing the 
choice of a family, or of an individual, reſts 
on the ſame principle, for if ever the throne 
mould by any means, as by abdication, want 
of an heir, or otherwiſe, become vacant, the 
diſpoſal of ſuch vacancy would undoubted· 
1y reſt in the two houſes of parliament, not 
in their own right, but as the truſtees and 
0 repreſentatives of the public, which ſtridly 
ſpeaking is falling into the hands of the peo. 
ple from whence it originated. 

Let us now examine the ſecond poſition 
laid down; viz. the people have a right to 
caſhier their Governors for miſconduct. 

The former allowed, this follows as a con- 
ſequence, for no created power can lawfully 
riſe ſuperior to that From whence it derives 


* Two things in ſuch a cafe would be undoubtedly 
neceſſary—1ſl, the will of a majority, at leaſt, of the peo. 
ple, that the vacancy ſhould be filled: 24, that the repre- 
ſentative body ſhould be truly, and bona fide choſen, by 
the People, * not * privileged — Ker 


7 mY 
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ry, MW controul;—but I am not to reaſon on ab- 


ne ſtracted principles, but to prove this to bea 
u principle of the Engliſh Conſtitution; a prin- 
ne ciple on which our anceſtors ated, and on 
nt WJ which they laid the foundation of that y . 


he tem of government under which we dwell. 
d. To deny this, would be denying the re. 
ot volution itſelf, for James's miſconduct is the 


4 coſtenſible reaſon aſſigned on the face of their 


y proceedings, for their declaring the throne 
>. rvacant—“ He having cndeavoured to ſub- 
vert the Conſtitution, by breaking the ori- 
ginal contract between King and people ;” 


reignty ſtanding on a mutual contract be 


* Whenever a queſtion ariſes between the Society at 
large, and any magiſtrate 1 veſted with powers or generally 

delegated by that Tociety,” it mult be decided by the voice 

of the ſociety itſelf ; there is not upon Earth any other 

ribunal to reſort . 85 


2 SY. V& 7 


its exiſtence,® The power of government 
ba power exerciſed by delegation, if the 
government is a legal one, and thoſe Who 
have a right to confer muſt poſſeſs a tight tao 


tow, “ by violating the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom, and withdrawing himſelf 
from the ſame ;” here the exerciſe of ſove- 


tween the King and people, the miſconduct 7 


Aueh Com Vol. . B. 1. Page 1 
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of James, in violating the laws, the. condition 
of the contract, jusT1FiE . reſiſtance of 
the ſubject. and the placing of another in ha 
8 
But this — OH will not juſtify. any Wee 
of perſons, however diſſatis fied they may 
be, in attempting to accompliſh this by 
force, becauſe the nation has . DELEGATED 
its right of determining on the propriety of 
public concerns to the Parliament; to either 
branch of which they have a right to com · 


Plain, if diſſatisſied or oppreſſed, and nothing 


leſs than a majority af the nation can annul 
the. Delegation, or aſſume the exerciſe of 
the functions with which the nation bas i in. 
veited it; for this would be, in fact, deſtroy· 
ing the eſtabliſhed government of the coun- 
try, which nothing but a majority of he 
community can have any right to do. 
Nor can this poſition juſtify the two hou 
ſes of Parliament, in their common formas 
tion, in taking ſuch a ſtep, for this would 
be deſtroying the ends of their Inſtitution, 
and uſurping the executive power, which 
the nation. has holly: DELEGATED to.the 
King. 
So ſenſible were our anceſtors of i ut 
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he period of the Revolution, that when 

William, then prince of Orange, ſummoned 

the parliament to meet for the purpoſe of 

conſidering the ſtate of the Nation, and to 

provide an Executive power, tho' circum- 

ſtances did not admit of an appeal to a go 

neral election, they would not proceed to 

the diſcuſſion in their original chmakter. dut 

in that of a National Convention. 5 

| Let us now proceed to the conſideration | 4 

of the third poſition. laid down; viz, the — 

people have a right to change the form of 

their government when they think proper. 

I think it will be taken for granted that a 

people will not think of exerting this right, 

* WM while the government ſecures to them the 

” WH bieflings for which it was inſtituted; and 

eren ſhould it fail of this, the moderate party, | 
which m every Country forms a great maj6- *Þ 

" WW rity, will ſuffer long before they are broum 

" Wt» riſque a change. The power of preju- 

i i dice—The dread of innovation, and the vaſt 

: importance of the ſubject will weigh too 

e 


. o& 


{ 


V 


much on their minds to permit a change 1 
trivial occaſions, and will effectally prevent 
m undue exerciſe of this rer. "oF, 


rs there does not * 


— 


* 


% 


who, with a-manifeſt diſpoſition to promote 
the proſpeticy of his country, and the hap- 
paineſs of the people, eſtabliſhed his own ab- 
ſolute authority on the ruins of Swediſh Li- 


INSOFLTUO AL<* 14,48 "ho NG" < 
This was preciſely the le dies; our 


— 
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co? WW this right can he lodged with fo 
much ſafety as with the great body ol the 
nation — was it lodged in the tiands of the 
executive power, even a virtuous monarch 
might be tempted. to miſuſe it an inſtance 
of this occurred in a late King of Sweden 


berty Af veſted in the tegiſlative power, our 


on hiſtory teaches us how: unſafe it t would 
be but in the body of the n 
ver be called forth, ILL CORRUP TION. Au 
-OFFRESSION HAVE.SO.FAR EXTENDED THEM. 


8Etves 4s ro ae, AB u nene 


— 


re drove the race of Stu 7. From the 
| ne and choſe, as their chief Magiſtrate, 
5 due raſtrictions, 2 man who had no 
title but their choice, and who had too much 


g ſenſe to belie vr that 2 here 


ed half ſo-advantageons fo him. 


> Theſeare the eee in the 


revolution we now commemorate, and 
which as the frien ds of liberty you an 


* 25 Avus the third. 


3 
3 


theriſh not only in your own breaſts, but 
in thoſe of the riſing generation, and without 
which your commemoration of the event is 


well underſtood, and cheriſhed as they ought 


tion had extended much farther than they 
hitherto have; and would have left us leſs 
cauſe for complaint—The precious pearl of 


and the artful deſigns of DEsroric Mini- 
5TERS had never been able to efface it as 
they have done. 

But I proceed to the third part of my 
ſubject, which is to offer a few thoughts on 


UE Ra TT AKASA > & 


ence to the events we have now conſi- 
dered, 


things in our own country we are conſtrain- 
ed to confeſs that the Government fixed at 


rate, was inadequate to ſecure the bleſſings 


* Q $.® 


would perhaps be ſaying too much; cho, 
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nothing worth. Had theſe principles been as 


to have been, the effects of the Revolu- 


liberty had been more aſſiduouſly guarded, 


the preſent appearance of affairs, with refer. 
When we reflect on the appearance o 


the Revolution which we this day commemo- 


which all government ought to ſecure, or that 
the ſpirit of it is ſo far departed from, as to 
render it impotent—to aſſert Ke. former 


q 
; 
; 
| 


| 
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as an opinion of my own, I have no ſcruple 
in declaring that there were ſtriking imper. 
fections on the face of the government then 
fixed, and that much of what we have rea- 
fon to complain of, ſprings from thoſe im. 
perfettions—But the great ſource of our 
evils takes its riſe in a departure from its 
principles. 

When I ſpeak of imperfections in the go- 
vernment fixed at the Revolution in 1688, 
I do not mean to charge them on its Princi- 
ples, but on its regulations. 

As the want of an effefual Srovifien ts 
reſtrain its expences, the conſequence of 
which has been, the expenditure has ever 
exceeded the income, and that in ſuch a 
proportion as to accumulate in 104 years a 
funded debt of more than Two hundred 
and fifty millions: a debt which, notwith- 
ſtanding the remiſſion of Taxes to the a- 
mount of a few thouſands in the laſt year, 
requires an annual ſupply of nine millions 
to defray. its intereſt, &c. beſides the ex- 

pence of collecting. But ſome may aſk if 


If the floating unfunded debt is taken into the account, 
the debt at the time of the delivery of this diſcourſe, was | 
at leaſt Two hund red and ninety millions ſlerling- 
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the miniſter has not been reducing of this 
debt—A reference to the Eſtimates and De- 
bates on the ſubject, in the laſt Seſſion of 
Partiament, wilt teach us that the debt has 
been reduced in mach the fame manner as 
you reduce your ſubſtance, when taking 
your money from one pocket you _— it 
afely to another. 

In conſequence of this dead weighs of 
„ ine millions per annum, and about eight 
- nillions more as the current expences of 
be year, together with the addition of the 
„Poor rates, &c. the proportion of Taxes, in 
Home circumſtances, is as ſeventeen ſhillings, 
n others as fifteen to the pound. * 7 | 

We muſt lament the neceſlity 4 theſe 
burdens, which, in a time of peace while our 
Commerce is extended to a degree hitherta 
unknown, and while much is ſaid of the 
\. W:oodnels of our Conſtitution, fill our ſtreets 
r, With beggars, our workhouſes with 4 
ad our goals with felons and debtors. 

* Another defect is the want of a proviſion 
if a reviſal at certain periods, the conſe- 


« Vide Sinclair“ Account of the "TEAR: and Exped · 
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(ture of Great Britain. 


28 THE COMMEMORATION OF 


quence of which is our law books are loaded 
with ufelefs and contradictory ſtatutes; in 
which the principles of the Conftitution are 
buried and loſt, and the great body of the 
people having neither time or ability to in- 
veſtigate the voluminous pile, or to diſcover 
what is right or wrong, are almoſt arrived at 
Mr. Burke's ſtate of perfection, to admirg 
their prejudices inſtead of their reaſon.” 
But the great ſource of our, real, evils is 
not in the Conſtitution itſelt, but in the de. 
Parture from its principles - which, not ta 
mention the exciſe laws which are in direct 
oppoſition to Macna CHaRTA, and the 
BiIL or R164nTs, and which can only be 
_ juſtified in their formation or extenſion on 
the plea of neceſſity, has been particularly 
the caſe with reſpect to the repreſentation 
of the Commons, to which we will at pre- 
ſent more particularly confine our views. 
The firſt thing with reſpe& to the Houſe 
of Commons that naturally engages attenti- 
on, is the EXTENSION of its durance to $E« 
VEN YEAR$—this is as glaring and ſtriking a 
departure from the principles of the Conſt: 
tution, as any the hiſtory of this country 
n ſo firangely at variance i 
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principle and practice in this reſpect, that 
while an unrepealed ſtatute is ſor ſeſſional, 


and the Bill of Rights declares it to be the birth 


right of Engliſhmen to have frequent parlia« 


ments, we have them in fact only once in ſe. 


ven years The conſequences of which are, 
individuals ſind it to be for their intereſt to 

exrend thouſands to obtain a feat; while the 
nov ES r and INDEPENDANT MAN, who would 
wiſh to ſerve his country, is deterred by 


the enormous expence of a conteſted electi. 


on, from even ſtanding forward as a Can- 


cats. ar ES 
AGAIN, the partial manner in which it is 


choſen is another manifeſt departure from 


the ſpirit of the conſtitution, The law ſup- 
poſes every man who is not in ſuch a ſitua- 


tion as to have no will of his own, to have a 


voice in the repreſentation, and of conſe- 
quence a right in the choice of his repreſen. 


tives; Whereas the number af actual yo. 


ters will ſcarce bear any compariſon with 
the unrepreſented- part of the nation. 


_ * Vide Hiſtory of the Preſent State of Repreſentation, 


publiſhed by Ridgway, 8vo. price 18. and Hiſtory of the 
Boroughs of Great Britain, publiſhed by Croſby, 8 vole 


ſe. price 14% 


j 
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The bill of rights declares the election of 
members of Parliament ought to be free 
yet the greater part are returned by A158 

TOCRAT:C INFLUENCE, MINISTERIAL MA 
NAUVRES and ROTTEN CORPORATIONS— 
few Boroughs are better repreiented than 
this, and even here one hundred and ſixty 
three individuals, of whom it cannot be 
ſaid that the add fixty three have any will 
ol their own, are the eleftors for twelve 
thouſand Inhabitants, leaving Dock, Stoke 


and Stonchouſc, whole numbers are more 


than double, out of the account.* 

Yet with thele viſible defects before us, we 
are told by a xgns10n& ED WRITER, that © our 
Houſe of Commons is adequate and ſuffix 
cient for all the purpoſes for which repreſen- 
tation is requiſite or for which it was 858 
pally inſtututed.“ 


On my making this remark to one of the oldeſt and 
nioſt reſpeftable members of the Corporation of Plymouth, 
2 a man who bas been and ſlill is in the Government ſervice, 
he obſerved; I might have rated the number of indepen* 
dent eleftors much lower, for on his own knowledge, he 
could aſſert that at no one Election which had taken place 
for more than torty years, had there ever been fiity perſons | 
who had yoted without reſtraint ; ſo very pure are the 
elctiors, and ſo very free are the electiogs in this immacu- 


late Borough. 
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of repreſentation. 
One end of ropreſintution | is to expreſd 


lity of convemently collecting this voice 
any other way is the baſis of the repreſenta- 


commons anſwers the end of its inſtitution, 
it maſt ex reſs this voice But in the caſe 


=” & OW aw i % a 4 4 43 & a 


the majority of that houſe and the voice of 


the Nation were in UT pn to each 
dither. 


guard and direct the national purſe But 
* Who' in the armament fi ted out againſt 


* Wiuſſa, and a like armament againſt Spain, 


NVE MILLIONS were expended ; yet a ma- 
prity was not to be fund who would en- 
quire into the nature or propriety of the ex- 
penditure—tho' to do them juſtice it muſt 


u apoſtate miniſter. 


2 4am 0 0 11 - As 


_ into the conduct of 2 the 


Againſt this aſſertion I ſhall oppoſe a few i 
plain facts. comparing them with the . | 


the voice of the nation, for the impracticabi- = 2 
tive ſyſtem—IfF then the Britiſh Houſe of 


of the Armament fitted out againſt Ruſſia, 


Another end of repreſentation is to 


be confeſſed there was an all ſufficient majo- 
ty to vote the ſupply on the confidence of 


Another end of repreſentation is to en · 
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ſtracted arguments, the preſent ſtate ol Bri- 
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Conſtitution has delegated power—but tho 
an high court of judicature has, by a verdict, p 
publiſhed to the nation at large that a cer -U 
tain officer of the crown has uſed the Exciſe ¶ o 
and Stamp Laws for the purpoſe of influ 
enc ing the purity of elections; and tho' an 
honourable Member made a motion for an 
inveſtigation of the buſineſs, yet a majority 
of that houſe could not be found who had 
VIRTUE or COURAGE ſufficient to obtain for 
the people any ſatisfaction. 


If theſe facts are duly conſidered, they 
point out more fully than a thouſand ab- 


tiſh repreſentation and the ſourge of our 
national evils. 

Let us now turn our attention to the Gt 
ation of a neighbouring nation—a nation 
which we have long been led to condemn; 
oppreſſed by a TYzanr, and kept under by 
ARISTOCRATIC influence; like Iſſachar, they 
couched between two burdens ; at lengtk 
freed from deſpotiſm and oppreſſion, 
have founded government on the pr 
tible rights of man. 

This event, whether we view it as Chrili 
ans, or Britons, ought to afford᷑ us joy. 


wATionaL | DetivprANces. > B 
ho As Chriſtians, the blow thereby. given to 


iQ, ¶ popery, and the grand opening made for 
er- ¶ the propagation of diving TxUrk, muſt alt ... 


iſe WM our hearts with praiſe. 

As Britons, the dawn of liberty FER to 
an twenty-five millions of individuals ought to 
an be conſidered as a ſpectacle truly pleaſing 


ity MW But when we conſider this event as bring- 


ad ing us an addition of as many friends, pre- 
for venting further wars, and as a Gon'equence 

my greater accumulation of national debt; 
ey it is doubtful whether France or we have 


ab» BY the greateſt reaſon to rejoice, GERMAN and 
ri. Russ TAN Deseors may lift up their ſacri- 


legious arms againſt the glorious fabric of 
Gov is on their fide, and the prayers of all 
that love and fear him. 

mies to nought, put his hook in their noſ- 
them back by the way they came Oh!] that 


and for his wonderful works to the chil 


i dren of men. 


F 


_— 
Oo ny 


Freuch Liberty ; but all will be in vain; , 


Look to the events of the campaign, the | 
Lord has brought the counſel of their ene- 


*trils, and his bit in their mouths, and turned 


men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs. 


* The reader is deired to bear — 
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I'll not enlarge further, but proceed to 
the laſt part of my ſubje&; viz. point out 


what ought, as Chriſtians and Britons, to be 
dur conduct under preſent circumſtances, 


As Chriſtians, We have been refleing on 


the intolerant and erroneous ſpirit of pope- 
ry, and our deliverance from its power; 
give me leave then to impreſs the following 
hints on your minds. 

Take care you are not papiſls in conduRt; 
Take no doctrine on truſt, however-ca- 
lous the preacher may appear—You have 

the ſcriptures .in your hands, uſe them as 


Sermon was delivered in November, 1792 ; aperiod when 
the preſent government of France did not exiſt—the 


King and Queen were indeed ſuſpended from the exer- | 


Ciſe of the duties attendant on the regal office, but had not 
been tried, nor had any ſerious intention of bringing them 
to trial been made public The Duke of B------.-had in- 
deed publiſhed his infamous maniteſto, and like moſt b- Il. 
had diſovered his inability to put his threats in execution: 
but this country had taken no part in the war—we appear 
ed only as ſpectators. Nothing therefore ſaid at that time 
can be applied with juſtice to any ſubſequent events ; and 
I muſt enter my caveat againſt any ſuch application. 
My ſentiments on the change the French Government 
has undergone ſince the above period, as well as on the 
awful conſequences that have ſollowed, muſt. remain, 4 
preſent, within my breaſt, 
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Again—Perſecute no man for his N 


ous tenets however different from your own - 


—Extend with pleaſure to others the liberty 


you claim for yourſelves, believing a man 


may fill up the relative ties of ſociety with 


honor, tho the dogmas of his religious . 


be not what you approve. 


Labor to ſpread the rays. of divine truth 
abroad, pray for and ſtrive to propagate the 


glorious Goſpel of peace, be emulous in dif- 
fuſing the bleſſings you ſo plentifully enjoy, 
where Pagan, Mahometan, or Papal darkneſs 


Rill reigns, remembering the time will come 


when © all ſhall be brought to know the 


Lord; yea, when the knowledge of him ſhall 
cover the face of the earth, as the waters 
cover the face of the deep.“ 
Attend with diligence and care to the ; in · 


ruddium of the riſing generation.— This is a 
duty not ouly incumbent on thoſe who have 


an offspring of their wn, but on thoſe who 


have not; the children of the poor are in à 
degree yours, and the greatelt kindneſs you 


can poſſibly do them, is to attend tothe early * 
Cultivation of their minds. 


F. 2 


the touchſtone of truth, and receive or re- 
ject as warranted by them. 
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3 
As Britons in the preſent important criſis, 

it behoves you to act with that dignity, 
which has long characterized the Nation ta 
which you belong: — we labour under evik, 
but we need not throw ourſelves into a ſtate 
of anarchy and confuſion to obtain redreſs; 
to this vou ſhould prove ſuperior; we want 
neither Revolution nor Blood A reform in 
the repreſentative fyſtem is allowed by al- 
moſt all parties to be neceſſary and eſſential 
to the continuance of our national proſperi- 
ty; and if ever this is properly effected, 
every other evil will gradually ceaſe to ex- 
iſt—lt is therefore the duty of every Briton 


who values his individual or national proſpe- 
rity, to unite in promoting to the utmoſt of 


his ability, every legal attempt for the obtains 
ing of ſo deſirable an end. 

Again, it is your duty to inſtil into the 
minds of the riſing Generation, proper prin- 
ciples of VII AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, 
for nothing can be more prejudicial to their 
habits, or the freedom of the Land, than the 


inculcation of principles of blind paſſive. 


obedience : on one hand it raiſes a venerati- 
on in the mind for what is not underſtood, 


and on the contrary expoſes it to be the 


derftood, wauld be highly eſleemed. 


— 
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dupe of artful inſinuatian, which may able. 
nate the affedtions from that which, if un- 


Inſtead therefore af teaching your offspring 
blindly that they are governed by King. 
Lords, and Commons, teach them that theſe 
are men ; that themſelves are to arrive at the 
ſtature of men; that the excellence of their 
government is not in having King, Lords 
Commons, but in King, Lords and Co 
mons governing according to Laws, which 
ſecure the rights of every individual of the 
realm, and who are only worthy of eſteem 
while they reſpect and venerate theſe rights. 

To conclude ; ſome will perhaps fay I 
have ſpoken my mind freely; I confeſs I 
have, and will add, honeſtly; and I think the 
events we are now met to commemorate, 
and the circumſtances under which we at⸗ 


tend to the commemoration of them, made 
it neceſſary ; And I ſhould have but a mean 


opinion of the boaſted Liberty of my Coun- 
try, if on this occaſion I was not permitted 
freely to expreſs my ſentiments on a ſub- 
ject, in which we are all ſo n con- 


cerned. 
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9 THE COMMEMORATION, &0. 
- Leaving therefore what has been [aid to 
your further conſideration, I ſhall only add 


my fincere wiſhes and prayers, that it may 
— inſtrumental in leading you to a due con- 


 KHderation of your mercies; a better ac- 
quaintance with the principles of civil and 


* religious liberty, and a proper and ſteady at. 


tention to your duty as Chriſtians and Bris W?R 
tons under every N AMEN, 
= 
1 
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RoMaANs, Xx111, 12. 


Tie Night ig far ſpent, the Day is at hand $ 


let us therefore caſt off the works of dark» 
neſs, and let us put on the n 
lights”: 
I the preceding chapters of this Epiſtle, 
the inſpired Penman has given us a com- 
plete ſyſtem of Chriſtian Ethics, for there is 
ſcarce a doctrine or precept in the Goſpel 


but what he has more or leſs elucidated and 


explained ; in this he gives us a ſyſtem of 


Chriſtian Politics: to ſome this may foem . 
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Jo THE DAWNING BAY; 


ſtrange, but a reference to the chapter wil 
prove the truth of the aſſertion. 

This conduct of the Apoſtle's was neceſ. 
ſary, as chriſtians in every age have been 
branded with being inimical to magiſterial 
power and authority.—Tho' I will not take 
upon me to aſſert this is agreeable to the come 
mon obſervation of the worſt erying out 
firſt; yet was I to judge of the paſt by the 
preſent, I ſhould ſoon determine this to be 
the caſe, for as I have-often had occaſion to 
_ obſerve of ſome people's religion, ſo 1 mult 
of their loyalty, they need be continually 
talking of it, or otherwiſe no one would 
know they had any.— But that we may not 
| miſtake the Apoſtle's meaning on this ſub- 
ject, we will by way of introduction to the 
words of our text, conſider, 

His deſcription of legal magilterial pow 
er and authority. 

The duties he enjoins on  Chriſtans to, or 

with reſpect to, this power. 

The motives which he adduces to Influ- 

ence to a due perſormance of theſe duties. 

Wich reſpect to the ſirſt of theſe the Apoſ- 
tle aſſerts, that © the powers that be, are ors 

dained of Gov.” v. 1ſt, This is a truth 
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with reſpe&t to the eſſence of magiſterial 
of nature it 


Man is formed a ſocial and dependent Be- 


ing—the poor cannot do without the rich, 


nor the rich without the poor—every thing 
around us proclaims the neceſſity of degrees, 
and ſubordination in fociety yea if we 
turn our Eyes to Heaven itſelf, as far as we 
have any thing certainly revealed of that 
ſtate, we have ARCHANGELS, ANGELS, FRIN- 
CIPALITIES, POWERS and VIRTUES, ſo that 
the man wha could entertain an idea of 
Equality, iN CHARACTER or PROPERTY, muſt 
be little leſs than a fool or a madman. and 
ought to de dealt with as ſuch. 

But this aſſertion of the Apoſtles reſpe&ing 
the origin of magilterial power will not hold 
good with reſpect to the peculiar form under 
which magiſterial power is adminiſtered and 
exerciſed, as this in a legal Government, 
muſt depend o LOCAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE—But un- 
der whatever order it is adminiſtered, there 
mult be a chief magiſtrate; whether dignifi- 
ed with the title of EurzxOR, Kine, Srap- 
HOLDER, Doc, PRESIDENT, or any other; 
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4 hence the Scriptures diſtinguiſh, between 


the Ox Dixaxcz or God, as the eſſence of 


magiſterial power, and the ORDINANCE or | 
MAN as the form or manner in which that 
Power! is exerciſed. iſt. Pet. ii Chapter and 


13 v. Jubmit your ſelves to every ordinance 9 77 


man, &c. 
Again, th e apoſtle declares the magiltrate 
is © the Miniſler of Gop for Good." v. 4 
N ATURAL GOOD, as exerciſing his power, for 
the proteclion of perſons and property which 
would otherwiſe be endangered by evil men 
 —MORAL GOOD, as Caring and providing 
for the inſtruction of the ignorant, the pu- 
niſhment of vice and the reward of virtue 
CIVIL coop, as extending « as far as the wel- 
fare of the community will admit, the bleſ. 
ſings of equal Liberty, and affording pro- 
tection in the enjoyment of 1t—gP1RITYAL 
GOOD, as labouri ng to promote and uphold 
thoſe means which are for i its advantage 


In this remark the Author would not be conſidered 1 


admitting the Magiſtrate, to poſſeſs a right to confer pecu · 


| Har rewards on any one ſeft of .Chriſtiads, to the excluſion 
of others,or to tolerate or refuſe the free exerciſe of ibeir 
religion, to any ſett whatever—As a diſſenter he cannot 
in * 1 bow to any authority under Heaven—be only 


this is the apoſtle? 8 deſcription of na 
power, and he farther adds, © they are God's 
miniſters attending continually on. eſe 
HhINES,”. . 

Under whatever form power, 12 this, is 
exerciſed, that muſt be acknowledged the 
beſt, which ſecures the greateſt portion of this 


„ . . 


ßerty and liberty. 


chriſtians to, or with reſpect to, t. is power. 
1ſt. Sus EC T1oW. Let every foul be ſubs 
ject to the higher Ken v. 1. 


Heir dues, Tribute to whom tribute is due 
tom to whom cuſtom Kc. * 7. gain 


Theſe are the undoubted duties of every. 
member of a civilcommunity and much more 
of Chriſtians, who of all men are bound to 
keep and ſupport order in Society, and while. 
the magi/terial powers are for good to them 
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kce to afford equal protection, and encouragement to ev. 
77 claſs ef Chriſtians in the exerciſe of their „ 
opinions 3 | 
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good, with the legt Portion of individual 4 2 | 


ad. We notice the duties enjoined on 


2d. Surrok r. © Render therefore 4 to all 


they are inexcuſably if- they do not; yea they . 


conſiderts ine Magiſltste as bound by the duties of "Hs bf. 


t DAWNING DAY; = 


are  undeſerving of the character of Chriſtians; 
as in ſuch caſe they break a poſitive command 
of God—but if an the contrary magiſterial 
| Poweris uſed for the purpoſes of Tyranny, 
and Oppreſſion, and he that ſhould be the 
miniſter of God for Good, becomes the 
Tyrant and Depot, the obligations io obedi- 
ence and ſupport undoubtedly ceaſe... 
gd. We confider the motives adduced to 
influence to a due performance of theſe du- 
1ſt. A Conſideration of thepowerswhere- 
with magiſtrates are invalid. They are a 
terror to evil doers the miniſters of God." 
— Meſſengers to execute wrath ** him that 
doeth eviii. 
gd. * For conſcience fake” as the com- 


mand of God—Chriſtians obey from the no- 
bleſt moti ves, not from fear, but from ge 


| ſcientious regard to Gods injunctions. 


gd. A conſideration of oy language of 


our text: The night is far ſpent, the day is 
at hand, let ws therefore caſt off the works of 
darkneſs, and put on the armour.of light. 
Theſe words we will attempt more par- 
ticularly. to inveſtigate as they contain a 
poſizive * and certain exhortations, 
| SF - 
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founded on a conſideration of its impor- 


tance. . —_ 

The aſſertion 3 in this portion of 
ſcripture may be conſidered with reference 
to ſeveral times and circumſtances. 


The Jewiſh Economy was a night ſeaſon, 


and the faithful among that people ; looked 


with anxious expectation for the Goſpel 
day breaking and the ſhadows of ordinances 


fleeing away : but the night in this Text 
can have no reference to that di penſation, 
for that was already paſt and quite ſpent, 
and all the uncertainties, ariſing from the 
miſts which enveloped it, concerning the 
promiſed Meſſiah, were done away, the pro · 
phecies were clearly fulfilled which con- 
cerned his PERSON, BIRTH, WORK, SUFFER= 
mos and DEATH, as well as thoſe which, 
reſpe&ed the conſequences attendant on 
them: and had not thoſe things, to accom- 
pliſh the glorious deſigns of Jenovan, been 
hid from the Jewiſh nation, it would have 
been the firſt to have acknowledged them. 

But the night here refered to may reſpect 
the fituation in which the Gentile world lay 
prior to the light of the Goſpel break ng in 


upon them—this was * ſeaſon W | 
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* darkneſs covered the earth and groſs darkneſs 
| the people: and this darkneſs extended itſelf 

to all the nations of the earth, the Jews only 
excepted, To remove this darkneſs, Chriſt 
was promiſed to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles; he was held forth as the Sun of 

Righteouſneſs, which was to ariſe with heal. 
ing on his beams—agreeable to which, When 
in the ſullnefs of time he actually did ap- 
pear, we find him aſſuming the character of 
the light of the world, and aſſerting that he 
was the true light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world 
'When we conſider and duly reflect on 


+ this ſtate to which we have refered, without 


the knowledge of the true God or a teach- 
ing Prophet, we are not at all aſtoniſhed that 
a general damp, with reſpect to religion, had 
taken place Man had loſt the knowledge 
of his maker, had imbibed wrong ideas of 
his nature and attributes, and of courſe had 
ſunk into all the abſurdities of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition, with their conſtant atten- 
dants vice and diſſipation. Nor could the 

faint light of philoſophy that occaſionally 
| ſprang up, lead back the wandering ſoul to 
God, or flop the torrent of * which 


. 
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covered the face of the Globe. Men were 
buſily. engaged with the unfruitful works of 
darkneſs, changing the glory of the incor · 
ruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man and to birds - and four 
ſooted, beaſts, and creeping things. Given 
up to their vile corruption, they diſhonour · 
ed their on hodies, and as far as in them 
ay even altered the ſacred laws of na- 
- ; 

When the Apoſtle wrote, this Epillle this 
night was far ſpent, and the Goſpel day was 
it hand, the Gentile world was addreſſed 
in the language of the Prophet: © Ariſe and 
tine, thy light is come, and the glory, of 
the Lord is riſen on thee.” _ 

But as no ſcripture is of private intexpres 
ation, this aſſertion may be conſidered with 
reference to the night of Mahomedan and 
Papal darkneſs, which ſucceeded thoſe pure 
nys of Goſpel light that ſhone reſplendent 9 
n the primitive ages of the Church.— This 
night has been long, and its darkneſs great, 
vhile its conſequences have been in a 
Feat. degree fatal NoT ONLY TO RELiGl» 
„but to the PEACE, HAPPINE6s, and 
NOSPERITY of nations and. individu-. 
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But ſtill its darkneſs and miſery has not 


been like that which was experienced be. h 
fore the light of the Goſpel firſt ſhone forth, MI. 
for in the midſt of its moſt gloomy periods WM. 
ſome rays of light and truth have made their d 
appearance, and prevented a total relaple Il. 
into Heatheniſm and Idolatry—Theſe rays 
have waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, Arve 2 
| this time proclaim this night to be far fpent; Wl? 
there are many ſtriking appearances of the A 
Mahomedan Empire falling; and with re. 
ſpe& to the papal ſee, from the late deſecli 4 
on of one of its PRINCIPAL SUPPORTERS, 
together with the rapid progreſs of know- * 
ledye, little doubt can be entertained in our i 
minds, of its diſſolution being near at hand, M 
and that the period is faſt approaching when . 
the-Goſpel ſhall again ſn ine forth in all its MW” 
reſplendent purity and Juſtre, and the * 
knowledge of the Lord cover the earth as 0 
the waters cover the great deep. P 
Again, we may conſider this aſſertion with $ 
reference to a ſeaſon of Perſecution—dark» ir t 
neſs and ignorance are the parents of perſe- | : 
eution for religious ſentiments, and during * 


their reign what a night has the EE 
_ Chriſt experienced, 1 
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ft. Under pagan powers. How have the 
ffeathen raged and threatened to extirpate 
lhe name Jef us from the Eafth ? and how aws 
fully dark muſt that diſpenſation, have been 
when bonds, imptiſonment, and death await- 
ed a ptofeſſion of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 

2d. Under Mahomedan and Papal pows 
irs, how dreadful has been the intoletant 
pirit that has gone forth! eſpecially under 
he latter? What torture has the imagination 
been able to invent, but what has bee ex- 
erciſed ? WI puniſſiment, but what has 
been inflicted 8 If contention for domini- 
dn, thirſt for revenge, or ambitious ſchemes 
of conqueſt, have ſent millions of the hu- 
man race to the grave, how many more 
have been conſigned to an eternal ſtate by 
contentions for ceremonies and creeds, 
which had they been as univerſally received 
and believed as their advocates wiſhed them 
to have been, would have added nothing 
to the morality and happineſs of mankind, 
ir the glory of God. 
But this night of perſecution i is far foent, 
ſor tho' in ſome governments penal laws 
ve ſtill kept in force, for the purpoſe of 
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cruſhing certain religious tenets, yet for the 
moſt part they are aſhamed to execute them, 
fo that we may ſoon expeR to ſee them 
firmount their prejudices, and renounce 
them altogether. The day is at hand when 
men will no'more be perſecuted for their 
religious opinions, farther than they are de- 
ſtructive of morality When brethren will 
no more be ſet in oppoſition to each other 
on account of nonſenfical Dogmas, or one 
claſs of Chriſtians pronounce damnation on 
another, for not believing that which is of 
no importance to their preſent or future fe- 
licity :—No, on the contrary, thoſe who are 
now at variance, will learn to eſteem each 
other as brethren, and will fit under their Fa 
on vine and fig-tree, each worſhiping God ** 
according to the dictates of his conſcience, ¶ ur 
none daring to make him afraid, and all yo 
finding that wHII E CONSCIENCE is LEFT ATF 4; 
LIBERTY MEN CAN UNITE As Crrizzxs and vo 
CTCnuxts riAxs; yea, as FxizN s, tho they can-W R 
not with reſpect to religious ſentiments ſee ¶ en 
eye to eye. 
Permit me to indulge another thought 
agreeable with the affertion in the text; vis. 
| That the night of Slavery and Bondage is far 
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ſpent, and the day of untver ſal Liberty is at 
land: a day in which men will no longer 
teltroy the happineſs and liberty of their 
ellow-creatures, but rather labor ta pro. | 
note their felicity and intereſt. —The noble 
utempts which have been made on the be- 
half of our unhappy / African brethren, teach 
us that men begin to underſtand each 
other's rights, an and lead us to hope 1 5 the 


„ . ww - Cn 4 


kearts are grqwn callous to I tender fie of 
nature, W vl 1 not he ſufficient to withſtand 
the geneFous « exertions of the friends of man. 
lind. But as Britons rejoicing in liberty, 
" WF it me remind you that, tho* much has been 
eu done on behalf of the untaught African, yet 
od much ſill remains to be done; let me then 
arge you to forget nat their cauſe, nor ceaſe 
your attention to their intereſt, till they 
— ined that LiBERTY which the 
nd voice of reaſon and religion proclaims their 
Rent, and are properly inſtructed for the 
enjoyment. „ 5 
Again, permit me to conſider this aſſerti- 
on with reference to your felves, and addreſ- 
ing you! as Chriſtians, ſay the night of * 
H 2 
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neſs and ignorance which covered your 
minds is far ſpent, the day ſpring, from on 


high, has viſited your ſouls, and he that com. 


manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, 
Hath ſhined into your hearts, to give you 
the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, your Lord, 


and tho' much darkneſs ſtill remains on 
. 'your minds, and much error on account of 


it; yet the day is at hand when knowledge 


Mall be perfected, nor can all the powers of 


darkneſs prevent its accompliſhment, for 
he that begun rhe good work in you, will 


perform it to the day of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Again—in this aſſertion the apoſtles may | 


have reſpect to the preſent period of our ex. 


2/tence, which is called in ſcripture a night, 
on account of the darkneſs and imperfection 


 whichattends it. Alas! how imperfe& is our 


greateſt knowledge, we know but in part,and 


| ſee but in part; in its utmoſt extent it will 
not reach the morrow, the events of which 


may baffle the utmoſt ſtretch of our imagi- 


* 


nation; hence we often err in our ways, and 


de viate from the paths which more perſect 
knowledge would lead us into: hence follow 

| thoſe afflitions and diſconſolations, which 
are our conſtant attendants thro' life —This 
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night however is far ſpent with many of 
us, happy is it, if the day is at hand which 
will introduce us into everlaſting perfection | 
and glory—where all the darknefs, affliction 
and diſtreſs of the-prefent ſtate, will be loſt 
in the uninterrupted light and enjoyment af 
God—If this is our expeQation let us, 

Attend to the exhortations given to us in 
the text Let us caſt off the works of dark- 
neſs and let us put on the armour of light.” 
What the Apoſtle intends by works of 
darkneſs, is evident from v. 13. 14. Where 
he exhorts to © walk honeſtly, not in rioting 
and drunkenefs, nor in chambering or want- 
oneſs, nor in ſtrife or envy, but to put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and not to make pro- 
viſion for fleſh to fulfill the luſts thereof.“ 
By this expreſſion therefore he evidently in- 


tends all manner of evil, whether committee 


immediately againſt God, our own ſouls, or 
tellow-creatures, and * are called works 
of darkneſs. | 
As ſpringing from dark corrupted minds, 
for was not the minds of man darkened and 
corrupted ſo as to call fweet, bitter, and bit- 
ter, ſweet, he would never fuppole happineſs 
| Could be found in the paths of ſin and folly, 


54 THE DAWNING DAY, 


Prince of darkneſs, hence, ſuch perſons are 
repreſented in the Scriptures, as led captive 
by the Devil at his will. 

As being appoſite to the revealed will of 
God, which is light itſelf—to Chriſt who is 
the light of the world—to the ſcriptures 
which area light to the feet, and a lamp ta 
the paths of good men, contrary ta the light 
of nature, and to the light of the Spirit of 
God: bence ſuch who are purſuing of a fin- 


ful courſe are ſaid to walk in darknels, and to 


be without light, 


As the end of theſe wor ks is eternal fark. | 


neſs if almighty grace prevent not ; for God 
declares they ſhall be caſt into outer darkneſs, 
where there is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth 
Let notwithſlanding the Scriptures pro- 
claim this to be the awful end of the tranſ- 
greſſor, yet how many are there that prefer 
darkneſs to light, and chooſe the road that 
leads to endleſs woe. 
Farther, the apoſtle exhorts to put on the 


negation af evil, but the actual performance 


of good it is not enough that we rejea vice, 


grace ſecures the exerciſe of virtue, and ſhort 


As being done under the Iafluence of. the 


armour of light—true religion is not a bare 
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of this there is not, nor there cannot be, the 
leaſt evidence of intereſt in Chriſt, for the 
tree is known by his fruit, and the Saviour 
ſays, by t their fruit his diſciples ſhall be diſ- 
tingui 
light, by which may be intended, 

The Goſpel and its glorious doctrines, 
which is an armour to the Chriſtian warri- 
or, by this he defends himſelf from deluſion 
and error; under cover of this he attacks 
the enemies of Chriſt and his Church, and 
either ſilences or obtains the victory over 
them; here he finds an anſwer to all the 
ſuggeſtions of the adverſary of his ſoul, and 
is enabled to vanquiſh an hoſt of doubts, 
by the enjoyment of that glorious truth, 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 
all ſin;” and while ſtrengthened, and ſup- 
ported by the gracious promiſe thereof, he 
goes on from ſtrength to ſtrength; from 
conquering to conquer ; till as the final ter- 
mination of his conflict, he is called to ap- 
pear before his God, to receive a crown of 
never fading Glory; Or, | 

By this armour of light may be intended 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt is the Chrifti- | 
ns armour or Defence—trom the wrath of 


d, therefore put on the armour of 2 
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offended deity, he having ſuſtained, to the. 
full extent, the dreadful weight, and thus 
engaged eternal juſtice for the ſinners friend. 


From the curſe of the law, he being made 


a curſe for us —from condemnation, he hav. 
ing put himſelf in the Sinner's place, fo 
that there is no condemnation for them 
that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after 
the fleſh bat alter the ſpirit.” Putting on 
Chriſt therefore in the ſenſe of the apoſ- 
tle in this connection, is to believe in 
and truſt on him for ſalvation :; to look on 
him as made of God, unto us wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanRification, and redem ption 
and it is for this very purpoſe that he 1s 
preached, and ſet forth crucified, in the 
goſpel: hence the apoſtle declares that thro' 
this man, is preached unto yon, the forgive- 
neſs of ſins, and by him all that believe are 
juſtified ſrom all things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, 
and this declaration is agreeable to the 
whole tenor of the goſpel, the ſubſtance of 
which is, that God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten ſon, that whoſoe- 

ver believeth on him ſhould never periſh! but 
have everlaſting Life: 3 | 
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By this armour of light, may be intended 
the graces of the ſpirit, exerciſed in a way 
of duty, and dependance, as in the Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, Chap. vi, v. ig, &. Where. 
fore take unts the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withſtand in the evil 
day, and having done all to ſtand; ſtand 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaſt plate of 
righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the Goſpel of peace, abova - 
all things taking the ſhield of faith, where= 
with ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked, and take the helmet of 
ſolvation, and the ford of the Ipirit, which 
is the word of God, praying always, with 
all prayer and ſupplication in the ſpirit; and 
watching thereunto, with all perſeverance 
and ſupplication for all Saints.”—It is only 
when we are enabled to do this, that we cart 
obtain victory over our ſpiritual foes, for if 
fin has not dominion over us, it is becauſe 
we are not under the law; but under grace: 
"of; - LS 
Or rather by this armour of light is intend- 
ed an upright evangelical obedience, in op- 
politiog'to the works of darkneſs, mentioned 
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in the preceding part of the verſe—This tho 
of no avail in Point of juſtification, i is of the 
utmoſt importance to a Chriſtian courſt. 
As adorning the ſoul and rendering the 
man amiable, under every circumſtance 
of life, proſperous or adverſe, while it affords 
him a ſolid peace under ever change. 
As ſhielding. and defending the man and 
his principles from the calumnies of ungod- 
ly men: theſe are always ready to charge 
on the Chriſtian, that which for the moſt 
part he is a ſtranger to, but whach, if guilty 
of, is not owing in the leaſt to his principles, 
but to the common infirmities of nature. 
This ought to make you, as chriſtians, 
more particularly careful to put on the ar- 
mour of chriſtian obedience, « that whereas 
they ſpeak of you as evil doers, they may 
be aſhamed that falſely accuſe your good 
converſation in Chriſt, for it is better if the 
will of God. ſo be, that ye luffer for well 
doing, than for evil doing. 
This obedience is called an armour of 
light —as ſpringing from the light of God in 
the ſoul, agreeable with that ſcripture, 
God hath ſhined into your hearts :” hence 
that language, © In thy _ we ſee light'— 
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As being directed by the Goſpel which is 
light itſelf, a light to the feet and a lamp to 
the paths of good*men—As it will bear the 
inſpeckion of the light: hence ſuch as thus 
hal x, are called Chriſtians of che light of the 
day —As it will terminate in everlaſting 
light and glory ; for the path of the juſt is 
as a ſhining light that ſhineth brighter and 
brighter ta the perfect day.“ 5 5 
- Sixs; what an argument does the a, 
le uſe to inforee theſe duties; the night 
is ' far ſpent, the day i is at hand, the day of 
glory, the day which will fatisfy the ab 
wiſhes of you capacious ſouls in giving the 
full uninterrupted and eternal enjoyment of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and all oy Tullneſs of a. world 
of joy. | F | * * 
Chriſtians, let thefs conſiderations | ani- | 
mate and encourage you in the Paths ol 
chriſtian obedience, God is Hot unmindful - 
of your work of faith, and labour of e I 
he will foon reward your toil— POR 


Vet a ſeaſon and you know, 


of Happy entrance ſhall be given, 
I in All your forrews left below, 
Are, ; And. Earth exchanged for Heaven, , 


08 SINNERS, let this Text alarm you, the night 
Jol life is indeed far ſpent, ſome of you are 
. 12 
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growing grop in ioydBux intherg bet a mord 


darkneſs, from which, if ane L 
chere is no. return or dehverance : 1 


* 


SI to, you ee of 
and-by him all that belieye are ju tifiel 
from which you cad 


